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British Demonstration for Equal Political 
_ Rights 
RITISH Feminist organizations are 
uniting in a huge procession and 
demonstration for equal political rights 
to take place in London on July 3. 

The procession will form upon the em- 
bankment and march with rejoicing bands 
and floating banners to Hyde Park, where 
a great mass meeting will be held and 


‘resolutions asking for equal suffrage and 


the political equality of women peers will 
be passed simultaneously from twelve 
platforms. 
So far some thirty women’s organiza- 
tions have arranged to take part, includ- 
ing all the suffrage societies, the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Free- 


dom, the Women’s National Liberal Fed- 


eration, the British Commonwealth 


League, the National Union of Women 


Teachers, the Women’s. Corporation 


Guild, trade unions, women engineers, 


women sanitary inspectors, women clerks, 
et cetera. 

Among the speakers will be Lady Astor, 
M.P., Ellen Wilkinson, M;P., Mrs. Des- 
bard, Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence, Lady 
Rhondda, Mrs. Pankhurst, Mrs. Drum- 
mond, Agnes. Dawson, and Dr. Jane 
Walker. 2 


Engineering casei Give Women Equal 


Opportunity 

ANY English colleges and universi- 
ties have opened their engineering 

courses to women on an equal basis with 

men. Electrical engineering proves espe- 

cially attractive to women. The women’s 

engineering societies are growing rapidly. 


Musicale for N. W. P. $2,000,000 Fund 


LEANOR H. CALNAN, district chair- 


man of the National Woman’s Party, — 
sponsored another musicale for the aid of © 


the $2,000,000 fund of the National Wom- 
an’s Party at her home in Methuen, Mas- 
sachusetts, on Sunday, April 11. 

The programs bore the Lucretia Mott 
Amendment, and an explanation of the 


object of the National Woman’s Party, | 


along with the motto, “Every Thinking 
Wom - Belongs in the National Woman’s 
Par 

The musicale was given under the di- 
rection of Mrs. Martin H. Reidy of Lowell. 

Miss Calnan will be one of the repre- 
sentatives of the National Woman’s Party 
at the International Woman Suffrage Alli- 
ance Congress in Paris, May 30 to June 6. 

The press of Lowell gave excellent re- 
views of the recital, and explanations of 
the objects of the National Woman’s 
Party. 


ing women and their infants. 


F dinitiist Not es 


Swedish M. P.'s 
N 1925 two women members entered the 
Second Chamber of the Swedish Riks- 
dag (Parliament) : 
Olivia Nordgren, both belonging to the 
Social Democratic Party, and taking the 
seats of two deceased members of the 
same party. 
In 1924 three women members were 
returned to the Second Chamber: Bertha 


Wellin (the Conservative Party); Agda 
Ostlund and Nelly Thiring (the Social 


Democratic Party). A fourth woman 


member withdrew on account of ill health. 


Besides these, the First Chamber of the 


Riksdag has a woman member in Kerstin | 


Hesselgren, who has occupied her seat 


since 1921. 
The women members, besides contrib- 


uting to matters bearing on different 
political questions, have in great measure 


concerned themselves with social ques-_ 


tions, enactments for child welfare and 
other interests of women. They have 
greatly contributed to the satisfactory 


solution in the Riksdag of 1923 of the law — 


conferring upon women the right of hold- 
ing offices in the Civil Service. Several 


motions have been laid before the Riks- 


dag by the women members. In 1924, 
for instance, they brought forward a joint 
motion for a continued investigation of 
the needs and due care of poor child-bear- 
Though 
the motion was not carried by the Riks- 


dag, it has resulted in greater activity 


throughout the country for the care of 


poor child-bearing women. In 1925 three 
Czecho-Slovakian M. P.’s 


of the women members moved the amend- 
ments to a Government bill on the salaries 
of women in the Civil Service. These 
amendments aimed to bring the salaries 


_more in accordance with the principle of 


“equal pay for equal work,” on which the 
Government bill was based. 

Two women members have been elected 
substitutes of Standing Parliament Com- 


Inittees. Women are also either members 


or substitutes of one or several occasional 
committees within the Second Chamber. 


In 1922 and 1923, 221 women were 
elected Town Councillors; 98 of the 
elected women belong to the Conservative, 
55 to the Liberal, 66 to the Social Demo- 
cratic, and two to the Communist Party. 
To the Rural Municipal Councils 481 
women were elected. 


Designs Clothes 


NE of the most successful designers 

of clothes is Doris Reid of New York. 
In eight years she rose from an $18 a 
week clerkship to signing a three-year 
contract, involving $100,000, with a large 
wholesale dress house. 


Signe Wessman and 


Enush 


Cuban Women Seek Suffrage 


HE Federation of Feminist Associa- 
tions in Cuba has recently sent a 


deputation consisting of a delegate from 


each constituent society to the Cuban 
Senate asking for an amendment to the 
Constitution conferring upon Cuban wom- 
en the right to vote and to hold public 
office on equal terms with men. 


Australians Pass Nationality Bill 


HE Federal House of Representatives 

of Australia has adopted the resolu- 
tion referred to it by the British Parlia- 
ment providing that no British woman 
shall lose her nationality because of mar- 
riage to an alien. Other British domin- 
ion ° parliaments have yet to ‘pass upon 


the measure. 


Woman Swimmer Shows Endurance 


GAIN a woman has demonstrated the 
physical strength and endurance the 
existence of which is so frequently denied 
by those who wish to hamper women with 
legal restrictions. Eva Morrison swam 


for 37 minutes in the waters of Dorchester 


Bay, which were at a temperature of 32 
degrees, while Jimmy Wild, one of the 
men who take a daily plunge in these 
waters throughout the year, was forced 
out of the waters in 15 minutes. Miss 


Morrison will attempt the English Chan- 


nel in the summer. She scorned the pro- 


tection of grease, and took no Gmelants 
while in ihe water. | 


> new parliament in Qzecho-Slo- 
vakia has twelve women members— 
eight in the House of Deputies, and four 
in the Senate. 


Washington Women for Equal Rights 


HE Woman’s Legislative Council of 
the State of Washington, according 
to its official publication, the Legislative 
Counsellor, believes in Equal magate in 
all aspects of human endeavor. The 


“Declaration of Principles” says, among 


other things: 
“Believing in the unity of Humanity, 


and therefore in ultimate peace among 


nations, and realizing that in a true Dem- 
ocracy every sane adult has equal oppor- 
tunity, before the law, in industry, com- 
merce, and government, regardless of race, 
class or sex, we hereby declare our belief 
in a living wage, an eight-hour day, a con- 


structive penal policy, and one standard 


of morals for both sexes.” 

The organization further declares for 
equal representation for men and women 
in every branch of the Government. 


> 
| 
| 
| 
4 
% 


May l, 1926 


91 


Plans for Conference Completed 


ence of the National Woman’s Party 
will open on Monday, May 10, at 2 
P. M., at the Hotel Belvedere, Baltimore, 
Maryland, with an address by Mrs. Oliver 
H. P. Belmont, the National President. 
Mrs. Belmont has recently returned from 


g% HE Women for Congress Confer- 


Europe, where she was in touch with the 


leaders of the Feminist movement in va- 
rious countries. She will present the in- 
ternational aspects of the Equal Rights 
movement in relation to the work of the 
Woman’s Party. i 

The registration of delegates from 12 
M. to 2 P. M., at the Hotel Belvedere, will 
precede the call to order. The first ses- 
sion of the Conference will be presided 
over by Edith Houghton Hooker, Chair- 
man of the National Council, who will 
welcome the delegates on behalf of the 
Maryland Branch, which has served as a 
Committee on Arrangements for the Con- 
ference. At this session reports of offi- 
cers, certain standing committees, and 
State chairmen will be heard. 


On the evening of Monday, May 10, at 
8 o’clock, there will be a round table in 


the Conference Hall on the subject of In- 
dustrial Equality. A number of men and 


women wage earners who can speak from 
_ a basis of practical experience will par- 
ticipate in the discussion. Mrs. Mary 


The 


HE people, and they are numerous, 
who have felt that the special courts 


in the United States dealing with 
sex offenders operated unjustly against 
women, will scarcely have been reassured 
by the publication of the enquiry into 
the methods of these courts, undertaken 
by the American Social Hygiene Society. 
(“Specialized Courts Dealing with Sex 
Delinquency,” Hitchcock, New York.) The 


whole attitude of these courts seems to — 


justify the age-long cry of the guilty male, 
“The woman tempted me.” 

It may be thought that this is a domes- 
tic matter which should be left in the 
hands of the American public. 
tunately all civilized countries are wres- 
tling with the problem of prostitution and 
seeking a method of combating it, and 
a method adopted in one country for 
which success is claimed, may have re- 
actions in many others. This then must 
be our excuse for criticizing the sex 
courts of the United States. 

No lovers of justice, whatever their 
nationality, could read this enquiry with- 
out burning with indignation. . 

Any woman coming before these courts 
in Chicago, Boston and Philadelphia 
Seems to be liable to physical examination 


Unfor- 


Murray of New York, who is well known 
as a leader in the movement toward equal 
industrial rights, will preside over this 
session. The Brotherhood of Railway 
Clerks of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 
and several other industrial organizations 
have been invited to send fraternal dele- 
gates, who will be given the privilege of 
the floor. The discussion promises to be 
of unusual interest. 

The morning session on Tuesday, May 
11, will be called to order at 10.30 o’clock 
and will be presided over by Florence 
Bayard Hilles of Wilmington, Delaware. 
This session will be wholly devoted to a 
discussion of the Women for Congress 
Campaign. Mabel Vernon will give a re- 
port of the Women for Congress Coast to 
Coast Tour. and plans for the conduct of 
the work in the various States will be 
considered. | 


The final business session will convene 


at 2 P. M. on Tuesday, May 11, with Mrs. 
John W. Brannan, chairman of the New 
York City Committee, presiding. At this 
session reports from the Organization and 
Finance Committees will be heard and an 
opportunity for discussion of the reports 
afforded. A report of the plans for Equal 
Rights work at the Sesqui-Centennial 
celebration, to be held in Philadelphia 


this summer, will be called for. Fraternal] _ 


delegates to the International Woman 


By L. de Alberti. 

IN THE 
International Woman Suffrage News. 
A Foreign View of American Public 
Morality Laws. 


for veneral disease, even before trial. In 
Philadelphia, it is stated, no legal author- 
ity could be found for this examination. 
In New York the physical examination 
appears to be after trial. The whole 
business of the vice squad is open to ob- 
jection and must have a demoralizing ef- 
fect on many of the men employed. 


In New York, where it is a crime to 


commit prostitution, or to offer to com- 


mit it, the male customer of the prostitute 
is rarely arrested because of the difference 
of opinion as to whether or not he is 


guilty of a violation of any law. Forni- 


cation is not an offense in New York, and 
a magistrate has laid down in a case 


brought before him, that “A statute mak- 


ing it a crime to resort to a house of ill- 
fame for the purpose of prostitution did 
not apply to a man who went there as a 
customer, but only to the actual female 
prostitute because prostitution, in the 
opinion of that court, was a practice of 
women only.” One or two other magis- 


Suffrage Alliance will be appointed at 
this session and plans outlined for a con- 


vention of the Woman’s Party next No- — 


vember. 

At 6.30 P. M. an informal reception to 
the delegates, with Mrs. Townsend Scott 
of Baltimore as chairman, will be held in 
the Banquet Hall Foyer preceding the 
Women for Congress Banquet at 7 P. M. 
Among those who have been invited to 
speak at the banquet are Mrs. O. H. P. 
Belmont, Miss Mabel Vernon, Miss Ruth 
Allison Hudnut, Miss Laura Berrien, 
Miss Maud Younger, Miss Doris Stevens, 
Mrs. Ida Clyde Clark, Miss Jessie Dell, 
Judge Jacob M. Moses, and Mrs. Florence 
Bayard Hilles. Reservations for the ban- 
quet at $2.50 per cover must be made by 
Saturday, May 8, and check or money 
order must accompany the reservation. 
Checks should be made payable to Mrs. 
Mollie Rollman, chairman Banquet Com- 
mittee, 19 West Chase street, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Delegates desiring free hospitality 
should communicate with Mrs. Dora G. 
Ogle, chairman Hospitality Committee, 19 
West Chase street, Baltimore, Maryland, 
not later than May 5. | 

All sessions of the Conference will be 
held at the Hotel Belvedere, Charles and 
Chase streets,.. Baltimore, Maryland, and 
will be open to the public. 


Woman 


trates have taken a different view in their 
interpretation of the foregoing clauses 
and have convicted the male customer in 
uncontested cases. These have been so 
few, however, as to discourage the police 
from making arrests under charges of that 
character for fear of civil suits for false 
arrest in case the defendant is dis- 
charged. 

It would seem that the fear that these 
courts were one-sided was amply justified. 

It is difficult in a brief review to criti- 
cize adequately so complicated a subject 


as the specialized sex courts of the United 


States, but we may say that whatever ap- 
parent success they may obtain they are 
doomed to failure in the long run. After 
reading this enquiry we can echo Lady 
Astor’s plea for justice in the British 
House of Commons: “We have done all 
kinds of things for this most unfortunate 
and piteous class of women. We have 
tried appeals to them, rescue homes and 
detention, but we have always denied to 
them what every woman in the country 
should have, and that is common justice. 
We, who are interested in this feel certain 
that if they could get common justice, 
things would be much better.” 


4 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY _ 


To remove all forms of the subjection of 
women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States 


and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 
“Congress shall have power to enforce 


this article by appropriate legislation” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 21. 
House Joint Resolution Number 75. 


| Equal Rights 
The Last Call 


ITH this issue of Equat Ricuts we extend to our readers a final and 
most cordial invitation to attend the Women for Congress Conference 
of the Woman’s Party, to be held at the Hotel Belvedere, Baltimore, Maryland, 
on May 10 and 11. Already a gratifying number of acceptances have come in 
guaranteeing the complete success of the Conference. | des 
All that now remains is to check up on last minute reservations. Par- 
ticularly in connection with the banquet it is essential that those intending 
to be present should signify their intent. The capacity of the banquet hall is — 


_ limited, and the management of the Belvedere has stated explicitly that no 


reservations will be accepted after Saturday, May 8. Being financially respon- 
sible, the Baltimore Committee cannot enter reservations unless a check or 
money order accompanies each application. Details as to making reserva- 
tions are presented on another page of this issue. It will greatly facilitate 
the work of the Committee on Arrangements if the delegates will communicate 
as promptly as possible with the chairmen of the various sub-committees that 

have the details of the Conference in hand. | 

Several State chairmen have not sent in the names of their delegates, and 
an even larger number have not yet submitted their reports. Only one week 
remains for the accomplishment of the entire enterprise. | 

The success of gatherings of this sort depends almost wholly upon the 
co-operation of the members. No matter how. well planned a conference may 
be, negligence on the part of the delegates or officers of the local branches can 
confuse and upset the arrangements. Late reservations are the béte noire of 
every banquet committee. They predicate extra expense and poor service and 
can easily be avoided by a little timely consideration. 

All of this may sound unlike true Southern hospitality. But wait until you 
get to Baltimore, with all arrangements completed beforehand, and you will 
find what a warm welcome really means! Even the spring is preparing to 
greet you, with flowers, and new leaves on every tree. Daffodils and white 
narcissus and full blossomed lilacs will display the purple, white and gold 
in honor of your coming, and old friends will greet old friends under 

The Conference will an “6écasidn ‘momentous in the annals of the 
Woman’s Party. It will be a conference of workers, who will never cease 
their efforts until the final goal is achieved. | 


To Cis Standing Committees 


Al standing committees of the Woman’s Party are requested to prepare 

written reports of their work for presentation to the National Conference 
of the Party, to be held at the Hotel Belvedere, Baltimore, Maryland, on May 
10 and 11. The following committees are included in this category: Con- 
gressional Committee, Maud Younger, chairman; Finance Committee, Sarah 
Pell, chairman; Headquarters Committee, Evelyn Wainwright, chairman; 
Headquarters Furnishing Committee, Florence Bayard Hilles, chairman; 
International Relations Committee, Mrs. Lawrence Lewis, chairman; Organi- 


- zation Committee, Laura Cramer, chairman, and the Library Committee, Mrs. 


John Jay White, chairman. 

During the first session of the Conference the reports of all standing 
committees will be heard with the exception of those of the Finance and 
Organization Committees, which have been placed at the commencement of 
the fourth session, with the point in view of providing additional time for 
discussion. The work of these committees is given particular prominence 
at this time on account of its relation to the Women for Congress Campaign. 
_ In case the chairman of any standing committee cannot be present at the 
Conference, she should appoint another member of the organization to present 
the report for her, and forward the name of her appointee to the Secretary 
of the Woman’s Party, 19 West Chase street, Baltimore, Maryland, not later 
than Saturday, May 8. 

It is of the utmost importance that the standing committees should give 
comprehensive reports of their work, as otherwise the delegates to the Con- 
ference will have no means of determining the scope of the Party’s activities. 
Following the Conference these reports will appear in the pages of Equa. 


Ricuts, thus affording our subscribers an opportunity to review the work of 
the various departments. 


| 
_ of the 
| Introduced in the Senate, December 10, 1928, 
by Senator Curris. 
Iatroduced in the House of Representatives, 
December 18, 1923 
by D. R. ANTHONY. 
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Phases Restrictive Labor Legislation for Women 


By Burnita Shelton Matthews, Member of the District of Columbia Bar. 


EW YORK, one of the foremost centers of industrial activity, furnishes 
N typical instances of the different forms that restrictive labor legis- 
lation for women only has taken in this country. Among these various 
phases are the fixing of women’s hours of labor, but not those of their 
men competitors, the prohibition of night work by women, and the barring 
of women from certain occupations. 

The Woman’s Party believes that labor legislation should apply without 
distinction of sex, and that laws like those of New York establishing spe- 
cial regulations for women’s employment make women less desirable as 
employes and place them at a disadvantage in competing with men for 
work. In short, the Woman’s Party believes in ‘equality in the realm of 
industry as in every other field. 

The following table evidences the special protective legislation now pre- 


4 
Hours for Women Employes. 


TIME LIMIT. 
Per Day. Per Week Exceptions. Industries affected 


9 hours. 54 hours, Employment may be 10| Factories. 
6 days. hours per day to make a/|Labor Law, 

shorter work day or holiday Secs. 172-173. 
|on any one day of the week. 

Between June 15 and October 
15 employment in canning 
perishable products may be 
10 hours per day, 60 hours 
per week, 6 days. By order 
of Industrial Board employ- 
ment in such establishment 
may be 12 hours per day, 66 
hours per week, 6 days, from 
June 25 to August 5. 


i 
9 hours. 54 hours, Employment may be more} Mercantile 

6 days. than 9 hours on 1 day of each | 2stablishments. | 
week in order to make 1 or} Labor Law, 
more shorter work days in| Sec. 181. 


from December 18 to 24, in- 
clusive, nor for 2 additional 
days at any time during year 
for stock taking. Writers or 
reporters employed in news- 
paper offices may work 7 days 
per week. 


9 hours. 54 hours, Singers and performers, at-| Restaurants in 

6 days. tendants in ladies’ cloak-| cities of the first 
rooms and parlors, and fe-|and second class. 
males employed in connection} Labor Law, 
with dining-rooms and kitch-| Sec. 182. 
ens of hotels or restaurants 
conducted by employers solely 
for the benefit of employes, 
are not included in the law. 


9 hours. 54 hours, 7 | Freight or passen- 
6 days. ger elevator in any 
place. 
Labor Law, 
Sec. 183. 
9 hours. 54 hours, i ae | Conductor or 
6 days. : guard in opera- 


tion of street sur- 
face, electric, sub- 
way or elevated 
railroad car or 


train. 
Labor Law, 
Sec, 184. 
54 hours, Telegraph or mes- 
6 days. senger service in 


distributing, de- 
livering or trans- 
mitting goods or 
messages. 

Labor Law, 

Sec. 185. 


Prohibition of Night Work by Women. 


Hours Prohibited. Exceptions. Industries affected 


10 P. M.to6A.M. | “Nor shall the provisions | Factories . 
* * * prohibiting the employ-| Labor Law, 
ment of women over twenty- | Secs, 172, 2, 
one as proofreaders at certain | Subdiv. 9. 
hours apply to newspaper 
publishing establishments, lin- 
otypists and monotypists.” 


10 P. M. to 7 A. M. Law not applicable from | Mercantile 
December 18 to 24, inclusive, | establishments. 
and 2 additional days annual-| Labor Law, 

ly for stock taking. Writers Sec. 181. 

and reporters on newspapers 
not included in law. 


10 P. M. to 6 A. M. Singers and performers, at-| Restaurants in 
-|tendants in ladies’ cloak-| cities of first and 
rooms and parlors, and fe-| second class. 
males employed in connection | Labor Law, 

with dining-rooms and kitch- | Sec. 182. 

ens of hotels, or restaurants 
conducted by employers solely 
for benefit of employes, are 
not included in law. 


10 P. M. to 7 A. M. If elevator be used in indus- | Freight or passen- 
try in which the employment} ger elevators in 
of women before 7 A. M. is| any place. 

not prohibited, a woman may | Labor Law, 

: begin to run elevator at 6/| Sec. 183. 

' A. M. except in hotels. 


 10P. M. to6 A. M. Conductor or 

guard in  opera- 
tion of street sur- 
face, electric, sub- 
way or elevated 
ear or train. 
Labor Law, 
Sec. 184. 


10 P. M. to 7 A. M. yan Messenger for a 
| telegraph or mes- 

senger company in 

distributing, deliv- 

ering or transmit- 

ting goods or mes- 

sages. 

| Labor Law, 

Sec. 185. 


Time tor Meals for Women. 


Women conductors and guards in operation of street surface, electric, 
subway or elevated car or train must be allowed at least sixty minutes for 
meal time unless the Industrial Board fixes a shorter period.* Labor Law, 


Sec. 162. 
Seats for Women Workers. 


“A sufficient number of suitable seats’ must be “provided and main- 
tained” for women workers in factories, mercantile establishments, freight 
or passenger elevators, hotels and restaurants. Labor Law, Sec. 150. 


Prohibition of Employment of Women After Child-Birth. 
Period. Industries Affected. 


4 weeks after child-birth. Factory or mercantile establishment. 
; Labor Law, Sec. 148. 


Gocunations Prohibited to Women. 


Work in the basement of a mercantile establishment or restaurant except 
upon permit of the Industrial Commissioner. Labor Law, Sec. 383. Em- 
ployment in a foundry or in connection with making cores unless a parti- 
tion from floor to ceiling separates oven from space where cores are made, 
and then the Industrial Board may regulate the conditions of the core room 
and the size and weight of the cores that may be handled by women. 
Labor Law, Sec. 147. 

Operating or using any emery, tripoli, rouge, corundum, stone, carborun- 
dum, or any abrasive, or emery polishing or buffing wheel, where articles 
of the baser metals or iridium are manufactured. Exception: A female 
may operate such wheels for wet grinding under conditions prescribed by 
the Industrial Board. Labor Law, Sec. 146, Subdiv. 8. 


ya — in connection with a mine or quarry. Labor Law, Sec. 146, Sub- 


*Men doing similar work are required to be given thirty minutes. Labor 
Law, Sec. 160, Sec. 164. 


| 
| 
- 
| 
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beth Anthony Dexter has given a 
“study of women in business and pro- 
fessions in America before 1776.” Here 
are to be found the credentials of the 
business and professional women of today 
to the society of the Colonial Dames. 
From “mine hostess of the tavern” with 
whom Mrs. Dexter’s study opens, to its 
conclusion, the reader visits in turn many 


[: “Colonial Women of Affairs,” Eliza- 


interesting characters, including “she mer- 


chants,” makers of “black bags and roses 
for gentlemen’s hair or wigs,” school 
dames, agriculturists, actresses, authors, 
religious leaders, printers, and publishers. 
The “study” is a valuable contribution 
to feminist bibliography of American his- 
tory. It is an authoritative refutation 
of the tradition that the colonial woman 
of the new world found her place “in the 
home” exclusively. | 
That there was a truly feminist spiri 
in some quarters is evidenced by a letter 
_ which the author quotes as appearing in 
the New York Journal of January 21, 
1733, beginning: “We, the widdows of 
this city, have had a Meeting.” It says in 
part: “We (‘the widdows’) are House- 
keepers, Pay our Taxes, carry on Trade, 
and most of us are she Merchants, and 
as we in some measure contribute to the 
Support of Government, we ought to be 
Intituled to some of the Sweets of it.” 
Court records and newspaper advertis- 
ing have left the record of the “she mer- 
chant” and her wares, which. covered the 
whole range of merchandise of that day. 


able profession. 


Colonial Dames 


By Sue S. White | 


A Review of Elizabeth Anthony Dexter's 
“Colonial Women of Affairs” 


Published by Houghton-Mifflin Co. 


One advertised imported garden seed. An- 
other “true Venetian green spectacles for 
weak or watery eyes of various sorts.” 
There were women producing food stuffs, 
makers of soap (bar and soft) under trade 
names which were sometimes imitated by 
men putting out inferior goods. Another 


advertised as the maker of tea kettles, and — 


a long list of brass and copper utensils. 
One wrote in her diary of “my company” 
and “my. boats,” and “my share of oil.” 
She was in the whaling business. _ 

Mid-wife and nurse, druggist, origina- 
tor of “remedies,”’ maker of grave clothes 
and layer-out of the dead—each in her 
place, all march through the pages. There 
is no attempt to give statistics. Rather 
it is pointed out that this is impossible, 
but it is said: “From 1740 to 1775, the 
names of about sixty women shopkeepers 
were counted in one paper alone—the 
Boston Evening Post.” 

Many of these enterprising ladies in- 
herited their businesses from husbands or 
fathers, but not all of them. Some of 


them were partners with husbands or sons, 


and some of them were “on their own.” 
Teaching was undoubtedly not a profit- 
We find one teacher— 
may her spirit live! Sussanah Brittano, 
who left all her personal estate valued at 


teresting to the modern feminist. 


Equal Rights 


about $100 to establish a school to be 
taught by a woman. We are told that 
there are records of fifteen teachers whose 
salaries were paid out of the fund. 

There is a touch of humor and pathos 
in the evidences that are given that all 
was not well, always, even in the “good 
old days,” between husband and wife. 
Mrs. Dexter quotes in full two “notices” 
from wives whose husbands had previous- 
ly “posted” them. These two wives tell 
the public and posterity that their re- 
spective husbands have not been all they 
should be, and one of them says: “And 
as she neither has nor desires to run him 
into debt, believing her own credit to be 
fully as good as his, so she desires no one 
would trust him on her account, for 
neither will she pay any debts of his con- 
tracting.” 

The study contains many incidents in- 
For 
instance, in the record of Margaret 
Brent’s demanding the right to vote, she 
is referred to as “Mrs. Margaret Brent,” 
although she was never married. The 


author says: _“<‘Mrs.’ in those days was 


used as a title of respect, without regard 
to the marital status.” 

In these pages one meets women who 
reached out for new things and dared to 
experiment, whether it be with the culti- 
vation of indigo in South Carolina or 


with new methods of education of one’s 


first born. The reader will be refreshed 
to find real human beings among these 
Colonial Dames. 


Feminine Factor Springs to Fore in Both Parties 


can politics, and that factor is— 
woman. The fact that women 
were given the right of equal suffrage 
under the Nineteenth Amendment several 
years ago, that they have been on com- 
mittees, have delivered nominating 
speeches at national conventions, and 
have been elected in a few isolated in- 
stances to public office, including Con- 
- gress, will not modify the abrupt change 
that is taking place in the organization 
of politics. | 

Women are through with the business 
of seconding the motion. 

They are ready to call a halt on the 
solemn procedure to which they formerly 
have subscribed in the matter of carrying 
out such elementary tasks as party lead- 
ers have entrusted to them. 

These are not generalizations. This is 
not an essay on the contribution of the 
woman to political science. This is the 
latest news as to what is happening or 
about to happen to the Democratic and 


‘ NEW factor is coming into Ameri- 


By Kyle D. Palmer 
In the Los Angeles Sunday Times 


the Republican parties. The shock, some 
of the women say, is going to be a little 
sharper to the Republicans than to the 
Democrats. 


Worry FELT 


The reason for this is that some of the 
wiliest of the Democrats appear to have 
foreseen trouble and made provision ac- 
cordingly. The women say—Republican 
women say—that those in charge of the 


strategy of the Republican Party have 


not awakened to the situation. | 
And the Republican women say they 
are worried—but not for themselves. 
Their worry is for the party. They assert 
their entire party loyalty and proclaim 
their staunch Republicanism with convic- 
tion but in the same breath they maintain 


a conviction that the party that pays most > 


attention to the women during the next 
two years is the party that will have a 
president in the White House after 1928. 


Democratic party chieftains already are 
in the field in this matter. Women are 
being taken into party councils, not as 
women, but as consultants and advisors 
whose opinions are sought and whose 
views are listened to with the respect 
given to those possessing information and 


judgment. 


Of course, many Republican women en- 


joy in their party the same valued par- 


ticipation, but the women say there is no 
policy in this matter; it is just a process 
of letting a woman into party councils 
here and there when it has been found 
advantageous to have her there. 


DEMOCRATIC PLAN 


With the Democrats it is asserted there 
is a nation-wide movement to bring the 
womanhood of the country into active — 
participation in party affairs. This policy 
may be, as the professional politician will 
be inclined to suspect, the method by 


. which the distracted and almost destroyed 
Democratic organization hopes to be able 
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to win back popular attention and sup- 
port. | 

But not if the Republican women can 
have their way—as probably they will. 

They admit readily enough that women 
are not as easily led as men. Perhaps 
they assert this. In any event, they sub- 
‘ mit as a major premise that women are 
less disposed than men to stay within 
party lines for the same reasons that men 
have stayed therein in the past. 

Women, it seems, menely, have been 
carrying out orders thus far in the polit- 
ical affairs of the nation. They are will- 
ing to continue, they say, provided they 
are permitted to have something to do 
with devising and drafting such orders. 


Want To Have Part 

In other words, they say they want to 
help develop and determine the principles 
upon which party is created. They assert 
their capacity for enthusiasm over plat- 
forms and pronouncements with which 
they have had but secondary acquaintance 
has about been reached. 

All of this easily might be dismissed 
as representing the views of a few indi- 
viduals or of a group of eccentrics or pos- 
sibly of those obsessed by the Feminist 
movement or inspired by precise purposes 
of the National Woman’s Party except 
for one disturbing factor. 

The women who make these comments 


HE National 

Woman’s Party 
will support for 
Congress only wom- 
en who stand for 
the constitutional 
amendment provid- 
ing that men and women shall have Equal 
Rights throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdiction, ac- 
cording to an announcement made here 
yesterday. The announcement was made 
following a conference between Miss 
Mabel Vernon, executive secretary of the 
Party, and Dr. Caroline Spencer, who is 
head of the Women for Congress Commit- 
tee of the National Party. 

“As a Feminist organization we want 
women in high places in government who 
are Feminists. In the coming elections 
we will therefore back women for Con- 
gress who are pledged to work for the re- 
moval of all remaining discriminations 
against women,” is the statement made by 
the committee. 

Miss Vernon is making a tour from 
coast to coast, interviewing political lead- 
ers and possible women candidates for 
Congress. | 

The women. the Woman’s Party will 
Support will be announced at a Women 
for Congress Convention in Baltimore, 
May 10 and 11. 


Woman's Party to 
Support Feminists 


Colorado Springs 
Gazette, 
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are those who come to Washington from 
_ time to time to take part in discussions 
both in and out of Congress concerning 
matters of common import to all good 


citizens. Many of them, it is true, are 
not in harmony with the objects and aims 
of the woman’s party. But their attitude 
in this regard seems to be dictated by 
about the same set of reactions that men 
have toward the same organization. 

It is the fact that women are talking 
the kind of politics that men talk, that 
they have ceased to be flattered by the 
attention of the politicians and the party 
chiefs, that furnishes much material for 
reflection. 


Not THREATENING 
If they were disposed to get excited 
about their situation or resentful, or 
threatening or any one of a dozen differ- 
ent moods women have been known to 
utilize in their endeavors to impress man- 
kind there might be ground for conclud- 


ing that this development is neither for-— 


midable nor permanent. 

Republican women say they hope Re- 
publican men won’t come to that kind of 
of conclusion. 

They assume neither an air of su- 
periority nor of exasperation. They are 
in fact hopeful along with their worry. 
They believe that the Republican party is 


no less responsive to women’s political de- 


Press Comment 


March 24, 1926 


Women in Congress HY not? And 
Rocky Mountain 
News, them as “residual 


legatees” either; 


| their merits — on 
the double merit system, we might term it, 


of being good women and good candidates. — 


Why not women candidates in this 
State for the Senate and the House? Be- 
cause women don’t want women? We do 
not know about that; women have not 
been given an opportunity to express 
themselves clearly on this question. Be- 
sides the men should have something to 
say and they might make up for the 
claimed defection among women voters. _ 


In ability we could name very easily 


several women from the two parties—the 
equal of the same number of men in these 
parties as candidates for national office. 
There are women in this commonwealth 
who have proved themselves at least the 


equal of men in capacity for public posi- 


tions. | 

Representatives of the National Wom- 
an’s Party have been here moving the 
women—and men of understanding—to 
the necessity of getting women representa- 
tion in Congress. They have made a very 
good case. 

Until now women in Congress have 
been accidents, more or less; the present 


we don’t want | 


we want them on 


95 


velopment than the Demoncratic party, 
which they suspect of exercising more 
political cunning than political idealism 
in hastening to recognize the new order. 
Election statistics seem to prove that 
women are going to the ballot boxes each 
year in an increasing ratio, and that the 
male voter is indicating a tendency to de- 
vote less attention to this fundamental 
duty of citizenship. In some States in 
the last Presidential election the women’s 
vote was as great or greater than the 
vote of the men. 


Want “SHOWDOWN” 

The Republican women put the case 
thus: Women entered the active field of 
politics with little understanding of the 
most rudimentary rules of the game. In 
an astoundingly short time they have 
passed through the kindergarten stage 
and while modestly conceding there are 
many political mysteries yet closed to 
them they say the time has come for “a 
showdown.” 

Some time ago, perhaps, this sort of 
talk would have ‘been regarded as heresy 
by the master brains of politics. One 
might be justified in hazarding a guess 
that the same master brains soon will be 
out in front proclaiming their right to 
credit for originating the whole plan. 

And the women, wise as always, are 
willing that this should be so. 


women representatives in the house are 
successors to husbands or relatives. 
(Mrs. Norton is an exception to this state- 
ment.) Women in Congress should be on 
a different basis. If out of the great num- 
ber of potential women voters in the coun- 
try at large there are not enough women 
of worth and ability to make a first-class 
showing in Senate and House, then Equal 
Suffrage is a misnomer and a failure; but 


the candidates are there if we could only 


get over our innate conservatism. 


We hear the ultra-conservative raise the 
objection of “sex-consciousness.” Some- 
thing of a bogy perhaps; but the way to 
get rid of it is to grant sex-equality in the 
election of candidates to responsible 
offices, 


Amendments to 


ONGRESSMAN 
Cable Act Walter H. New- 
Legislative 
Minnesota district 

Counsellor, 
Seattle, Washington 


amendment to the 
Cable Act which 
will enable American women who mar- 
ried aliens prior to September 22, 1922, 
to regain their status as American citi- 
zens by appearing before a court of proper 
jurisdiction pledging allegiance to the 
country of their birth. aan 

It was very disappointing when the 
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Cable Act was finally published to find 


that while provision was made that for- 
eign women (who had acquired citizen- 


ship through marriage with Americans) 


should not lose their citizenship, but 
American women whose husbands were 
yet alien who had lost what was their 
precious right by birth and residence 
were to be treated as aliens seeking na- 
turalization. -Indeed the shortest time in 
which an American woman could regain 


what she had never renounced was one 
year. We supposed that as the act would 


not be retroactive so that foreign wives 
of American husbands would not lose 
their unearned crown, neither would 
American women continue to suffer an 
undeserved penalty. Common sense would 
dictate enforcement rules which would 


only have required of the American wife - 
(of a foreigner) to appear before any _ 


magistrate, make affidavit to salient facts 
and receive certificate of restored na- 
tionality. 

The second disability still tation upon 
the woman in the present Cable Act is 


the loss of nationality if an American 


woman marries an alien ineligible (ac- 


cording to our stupid law) of becoming a. 


citizen. A man citizen may marry such 
an alien yet be entirely unaffected thereby. 


This too should be remedied, for mar- 


riage should be entirely divorced from 


citizenship. In the December 12 “Equa. | 


Ricuts” Emma Wold presents an amend- 
ment worthy of our hearty support. It 
would read tentatively as follows: “No 
American woman shall lose her citizenship 


Pasadena Sun, 
: April 12, 1926. 


through marriage and American women 
who have lost their American citizenship 
by marriage to ‘ineligibles’ may have it 
restored by affirming allegiance to the 
United States.” 

These matters are fundamentally im- 
portant. Some people imagine voting is 
the only privilege the citizen has over the 


resident alien. The matter of holding 
property, securing a passport, being pro- 


tected in a foreign land, are a few of 
the most vital privileges belonging to a 
citizen of the United States. The pro- 


_ posed amendment of our Immigration Act 


to include as aliens the children, though 


born in this country, of the children of 


legal ineligibles is carrying race discrimi- 
nations to an unheard of length. 


Again common sense tells us that in- 


stead of race discriminations we should 
allow no.aliens to become naturalized 
who do not believe in, and practice the 
fundamental ideas . of liberty and_ toler- 


ance as expressed in the Declaration of 
Independence and the preamble of our 


Constitution. 


_ The person who believes in true free-. 


dom for all, with special privilege to none 


is apt to make a good. neighbor and there- . 


fore a safe American. Ideals, not race, 
should decide this momentous question. 


Women Form CHAPTER of 


Woman’s Party was 
formed in Pasadena — 

last night at a gath- 
ering in the Hotel, at which 


Miss Mabel Vernon of Wilmington, Dela- 
ware, and Miss Margaret Whittemore of 
Santa Barbara, outlined the principles 


behind the campaign. 


Dr. Lillian M. Whiting is chairman of 
the newly organized group, with Miss Ella 
Abeel acting as secretary and treasurer. 


Other members of the committee are: 
Dr. Festal Crane, Dr. Marie Gruenwald 
Fitch, Mrs. Harry Coleman, Dr. Cora 
Smith King, Mrs. Marie Page Ward, and 
Mrs. Emma E. Donnelly. 

Upon motion of Miss Abeel, a resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted calling 
upon Senators Johnson and Shortridge 
and Representative Lineberger to work 
for the immediate passage of the Equal 
Rights Ametidment which is now before 
Congress. 

Miss Vernon discussed the aims of the 


organization which urges Equal Rights 
‘in control.of national and local. govern- 
ments; control of children; control of 


property; control of their earnings, right 
to make contracts; citizenship rights; in- 
heritance rights; opportunities in schools 
and universities; opportunities in gov- 


ernment service, opportunities in profes- 
sions and industries; and equal pay for 


equal work. 

Miss Whittemore, vice-president of the 
party, told something of the trip she and 
Miss Vernon, who gained the sobriquet 
of “the little woman. with the big voice,” 
had made across thé continent in an auto- 
mobile. Dr. Cora King of Pasadena intro- 
the speakers. 


Million Dollar F und 


Treasurer's Report 


EDITH AINGE, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL: C. P. A., Auditor. 


ECEIPTS collected by National 
Headquarters, December 7, 1912, to 
March 19, 1926, $1,728,706.11. 
Contributions, membership receipts and 
other receipts, March 19 to April 2, 1926: 


Mrs. Muriel S. Crawford, D. C... $8.00 
Mrs. Ruby Lee Minor, D. C : ieack 25.00 
Mrs. Grace Kempter, Pa... 10.00 
Miss Mary Dell, D. C 2.00 
Miss Luella MacKennan, D. C scabianed 1.00 
Mrs. Gladys Klein, D. C 1.00 
Miss Mary Dunn, D. C.... 1.00 
Miss Martha L. Bird, Kaus 1.00 
Miss Leota Motz, Kans si 1.00 
Mrs. Ada B: Spaid, D. C a 
Mrs. Annie B. Balmer, I11.... 10.00 
Mrs. Herbert 8S. Greims, Conn 50.00 
Dr. N. Louise Lawrence, Mass. 10.00 
Mrs. Alice Cosu, La ; 2.00 
Miss Margaret Whittemore, Mich. aeeeesene 10.00 


Per New York State Committee: 
(New York Branch retaining one-half) 


Miss A. M. Wright os .50 
Mrs. A. Johnson Harriman.... 5.00 
Mrs. Thomas J. Swaxton 5.00 
Miss Nellie Cronin .50 
Miss A. P. Granger 5.00 
Mrs. Charles Williams .50 
Miss Evanette Hare. -50 


Mrs. Walter Seaman .50 


Miss A. M. Wright 5.00 
Dr. Marion Potter.... , .50 
Mrs. G. M. Norton .50 
Miss Josephine Wyness................ 
Miss Mary A. Carey ? 4 .50 
Miss Edith Waterman .b0 
Mrs. Carrie Schlesinger........ 
Mrs. Harry Damon...... i 
Miss Mary E. Keliher 
Mrs. Clara D. Mumson....... 
Miss Jane M. Birchard 50 
Miss Frederica Knapp ; .50 
Miss Olivia Dundas .50 
Dr. Helen L. Pallister ; .50 
Mrs. Frances Roberts 5.00 
Mrs. M. H. L. Wilmarth, D. 5.00 
Mrs. James F. Coghlan, D. 1.00 
Mrs. Ruth H. Pattilo, 
Miss Hallie Brown, D.C 1.00 
Miss Jessie Dell, D. Cc « ‘ 25.00 
Mrs. Bertha Helm, dD. C 50.00 
Miss Gertrude Mullin, Canada......................... 1.00 
Miss Mary Burnham, Pa 200.00 
Miss Florence Morrice, N. Y... buses 1.00 
Miss Madeleine M. McCandless, D. C 
Mr. John Pries, Colo 5.00 
Mrs. Ada R. Wolff, N. Y : 5.00 


Per New Jersey Committee: 
(New Jersey Committee retaining one-half) 


Mrs. Mary F. Cox ‘ ; .50 

Mrs. Alida W. Wheeler ‘ - 2.50 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wallace Clark, D. C 50.00 
New York State Branch ; 50.00 
Mrs. A. McIntyre, Mich 25.00 
Mrs. Visser, Mich ‘ 25.00 
Mrs. Elizabeth T. Kent, Calif nicola 25.00 
Miss Leona L. Turner, D. 3 1.00 
Mrs. H. H. Fitzgerald, Miss 1.00 
Mrs. Townsend Scott, Md.... 5.00 
Mrs. Florence B. Boeckel, D. C 1.00 
Mrs. Donald R. Hooker, Md ; acs 5.00 
Miss Maud Younger, Calif 1.00 
Mrs. Robert Walker, Md.... 2.25 
Per New York City Committee: 

(New York City Committee retaining 
one-half) 
Miss Esther McLaughlin ‘ 5.00 
Mrs. Huntington Jackson aie 5.00 


Total receipts December 7, 1912, to April 


Mrs. Isaac Untermeyer.... 5.00 
Mrs. Calvin Tompkins 5.00 
Mrs. Virginia Stedman 5.00 
Mrs. Adele Sutta 5.00 
Mrs. W. Quanger ..... .50 
Miss Marjorie Jones -50 
Miss J. Kentworthy 
Miss Anita Wolff .50 
Mrs. Katherine Pinkham 
Mrs. Ernest Martin .50 
Mrs. Eleanor Hayes .50 
Miss Emma Wold, D. C 10.00 
Miss Louisa A. Panck, D. C.... 10.00 
Miss Sue White, Tenn................ 15.00 
Mrs. Virginia Peters Parkhurst, Md 5.00 
Rent of rooms at National Headquarters........ 374.67 
Telephone receipts nee 9.45 
Deposit on key ‘ .50 
EQvuaL RIGuHTs subscriptions 9.25 
Refunds ... | 16.68 
Sale of literature .78 
Sale of copies of EQuaL RIGHTS re 15 
Sale of postage .40 
Sale of “Jailed for Freedom” ; 2.00 
Sale of prison pin , 8.00 
Total amount received by National Head- 
quarters ...... $1,228.13 


Per Bqual Rights Committee : 
Dr. Donald BR. Hooker, Md $750.00 
Miss Margaret Whittemore, Mich 2.00 
Total receipts Equal Rights Committee...... 752.00 


Total receipts March 19 to April 2, 1926......§2,080.13 


$1,730,786.26 
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